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To the Reverend. 
Mr.:R1icmnakDd FayltoR: 
Paſtor of a Separate Congregation 

ix London. ty” 
*&'Þ-R, | 
"TOR that. you. have admitted 4 
= . Branch of my Family into Fel- 
-.  lowſhip with the Church-whereof 
you are Paſtor ; or for that be- 
fore ſuch, admiſſion, you required a Pro- 
feſſion of her Faith, and ſubjeQion to our 
Lords Precept of Baptiſm, you have 
fiot .in any of theſe things given to me 
(who am reputed to be of another Sect) 
any .cauſe'of Regret or Complaint ; but 
( on the contrary) I rejoice in it : For, 
(with Humility, to ſpeak in the Apo- 
itle's Phraſe ) I rejoice greatly to find my 
Children walking in the Truth ;, and that the 
ſame F aith which dwelt in their Grandmother 
and Mother, is (I am perſwaded) n- 
them alſo. 
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(iv) 

But in that you did not (as I am in- 
formed) baptize your Adult Diſciple 
in ſuch ſort as the Precept of our Lord, 
the Doctrine and Example of his Apo- 
ſtles and Miniſters require and teach : 
For this it is that I intend herein (in a 
friendly manger,. and for the Truths 
Sake ) to expoſtulate with you. _ 

Yet rhat our different Notionsherein, 
or in other Religious Opinions of like 
Nature, may not ſet us, or any other 
ancere Chriſtians, at a greater diſtance 
fram each other than the Caſe will bear, 
I crave leave ( before I enter upon any 
Expoſtulation) to premiſe and offef to 
your ferious Conſideration the enſuing 
Particulars. - 

1. That altho .it be required of eve- 
ry Believer, and Aſſembly or Church of 
Behevers, that all the Ordinances and 
Commands of the Lord be obſerved as 
they were delivered ; and every Error in 
Opinion, Defe& in Order, or Negle@, 
be faulty, and otght to be corrected ; 
Yet it 15 not neceſtary to the Being. or 
Conſtitution of 'a Believer, or particu- 
lar Aſſembly of Chriſtians,. that every 
thing which is commanded, be fo done. 
YW ood, Hay and Stubble ( ſuch Materi- 
als 


t 


(v) 
als asare-not fit, and: ſhall be conſumed) 
may be laid upon a right Foundation, 
and yet the Foundation remain firm: . : 

2. As External Circumciſion did here- 


tofore-quality a Jew or Profelyte, order- 


ly walking, to claim all: the Privileges 
properly belonging to him with the 


Jewiſh Church, or 'any Synagogue of 


the. Jews : So Internal Circumciton qua» 


lifes every Believer ( holding Faith and 


a .good: Conſcience) for every Ad. of 
Worſhip, with other Chriſtians, or 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, which belong unto 
him. as a private Chriſtian, and which he 
can perform in his proper place with 
Underſtanding. _ 

3.. The open and conſtant obſervance 
of poſitive Laws, reſpecting inſtituted 
Worſhip, is liable to manifold Interrup- 
tions. from without, as natural Infirmt- 
ties, unnatural Perſecutions, Baniſh- 
ments, Impriſonments, humane Prohi- 
brtions, and the like ; whereby ſuch as 
would otherwiſe conſtantly obſerve them 
are -prevented. The Line of perpe-- 
tual viſible Succeſſion to the Miniſtry 
may be interrupted, But the obſervance 
of the Law written in the Heart (where- 
by every Perſon fearing God, is obliged 
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(v) 
40 honovr him, not only in As of 
Natural, but alſo in fuch Acts of Infti- 
tuted Worſhip-as he underſtands to be 
his. Duty, and can have opportunity to 
perform ) 1s not fo Hhable to external In- 
terruptions ; but that there may be ſuch 
Spiritual Sacrifices: as are well-pleafing 
to God offered -to:him continually, and 
thereby Glory given to him in the Church 
throughout all Ages; © , 

+ 4: Thatthe Being and perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion of the Chriſtian Church Cathelick 
Militant throughout all Generations, 
( from its firſt planting, to our Lords 

ſecond appearing ) againſt which 'the 
Gates of Hell cannot prevail, conſiſts of 
fuch: individual Members as are inter- 
nally ſanctified by the Holy Spirit, and 
called by the Goſpel of our Lord, and 
depends not upon any one ſole external 
Sign, ſo as to comprehend no others than 
Fach only as comeunder it; noris it 1i- 
mited to any one certain Place. 

5- A competent Number of ſuch fan- 

&ified Perſons ( who love and fear God, 
- and have the CharaQters and Features of 

a new Creature engraven on- their 

Hearts) joining together, and afſem- 

bling to celebrate the Worſhip of God, 


and 


GH) 
-andisbſerve; his Ordinances; wwe + par- 


cular Olnirch,: or integral "Dart of the 
Ch IPErTal; Andy Clett fit Per - 


ſonz"t6:Ye -Governduts? and Paſtors; ny 


un add Adiminiſte* alt Ordinances 

ambneft them! 'Ahd though ſuch A 
Ritblies may''he deficient 25 to thejr 
tompleat Order, Governments, and ex- 
Teradl Miteſtrations ; ; yet may they be 
end contlivue” tight as to their Church- 
State; with: relpett 1 to theivfieſt Conſti- 
tution. wo. 

- 6, Many fih Aﬀeniblies; -as 'well as 
Members 'in-eath- Aﬀembly;' may be, 
who in ſome Opiniotis ad: Matters re- 
tating'ts Divins Worſhip; differ from 
each 'other,” and yet agreeing in the 
Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity : 
and knowtng that in other Matters, each 
Perſon's UndetRtanding, Conſcience and 
Faith, is t6- himſelf 'a Guide; as to his 
chuſing or refuſing ſuch-exterhal Forms 
or Modes' 6f Worſhip as are uſed by 
athers : 'there ought to be a" mutual foe 
bearance of” each other tn Love; and a 
joint Coniniiaion-with each” other main= 
tained, in'zl-things whereirl they are of 
the ſame Mind, and agree to walk toge- 
ther by the ſame Rule. Fr. Junius in 
A 4. his 
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(yu) 
_ his Eirencunm On, Pſal. 12243; fort, re- 
.conciling his - Chriſtian Brethren In- his 
_ time difagreeing;. puts and xeſalves this 
-Speltions 5 Where is Chriſt;? but where 
1s. SpiTIt 1s :: And whers is the. Spirit ? 
but where-the Life. of Chriſt is: And 
where is the Life of Chyith 2. -byt. where 
he lives, -that- is, in his; Body : ; And 
"where. is. that.one. Body. 2. unteſs where 
there is a Canſent. between. the jointly 


living. Members. of; the Body, concern- 


ing one Head, one Spirit, and one Life. 
7. ;No: Miniſters or Member :of any 
Church. rightly, conſtituted,; can excuſe 
himſelf Ne varying, from the preſcript 
Form of any..part, of Divine Worſhip, 
nor in his: negle& of any. part.'thereof, 
which he;knows to. be-;his Duty to'per- 
form ; becayſe the, Aſſembly.in general, 
whereof: hg 4s;Miniſter pr, Member, .do 
fo. But, in; either. of theſa Gaſes, as to 
ſuch particular. Acts of Worſhip, may 
and ought.to join with any other Aſſem- 
bly, w ho perform ſuch. A&tsof Worſhip 
tn right, manger, without.a-total-Sepa- 
ration, Or making a. ;Schiſm from that 
Aſizmbly, whereof be is ina more pecu- 
ur, RNGe aMemdber. | 
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(ix) 
#8. The Holy Scriptures ars' therefore 
the more excellent Inſtructors in Righ- 
teouſneſs, becauſe they do teaclr us, not 
only -in general to know the Will of 
God 5 but alſo-even among things com- 
manded by-him,: to diſtinguiſh and give 
preference tocſome. before others. ::s be- 
ing in their , own. Nature of greater 
weight, and tending more than others 
to promote the genuine and proper End 
and-Deſign of the Goſpel: That is, to 
manifeſt and advance the. Riches and 
Glory of Divine Grace, in reconciling 
and making Peace between God and 
Man, and. between every Man and his 
Neighbour; to reſtore and preſerve the 
Order of Nature and Civil Government 
among Men, - by turning the Hearts of 
the” Fathers to their Children, and of 
the Children to their Fathers, and of 
the Diſobedtent to the Wiſdom of the 
Juſt ; that God may not come and ſmite 
the Earth with a Curſe; and that ſuch 
as: have taſted that God is Gracious; 

ſhould not only by their Doctrine and 

Example, but' alſo by frequent Suppli- 

cations, Prayers and Interceſlions, ap» 

ply themſelves to the Throne of Grace, 

and improve their Intereſt there for a- 
voiding, 


p—_——  O 


_— 


”» ” 
- 6. wil... LILIES . 


(x) ; 
On Matedeion3threatned, And 
obtainmg and enjoying; the Blrfings pre; 
miled,; that all Fleſh: may foe the Salva. 
tioh of /Gol. -'To-this Endats that 'we 
are: inſtratted- which. is/the firſt and 
greateft:Command, and. mhichis the Ser 
cond, andlike to it whereoa/all the Law 
and the Prophers depend, wohithis the 
firſt Gomrimndwent with: promiſe: Pray 
we . fhonld firft learn to-ſhew Piety. at 
Home, ant! why we ſhould | re@7 mtv- 
751] firſt bf- all things make Supplica- 
tions, .Prayers, and Interceflons for 'all 
Men. 'Theſe-things,both Miniſters and 
every. pmvate Chriſtian 'oaght"to have 
always in-their Eye, as the Principal 
Things they aim at in their whole Re- 
ligious Courſe. Burt as for -Ats of in- 
ſhitured Worſhip, relating to' a Goſpel- 
State, though ithe 'Preteprs "enjoyning 
them be always m Force, yet'an actual 
Obedience to any of them may for a 
Seaſon be ſuſpended, as the doing or for- 
bearing of them- ſubſerves tothe main 
Scope of. the 'Goſpel. . And I do! not 
find (opan a fttiQ' Conſideration ) that 
any one of them ( except" it be the aſ- 
ſembling\together of ſuch as fear God, 
FAY to tlebrate his Worſhip) is to 


be 


ES 


þ 
, 


—_—. 
be' preferi®d "before another ; either as 
to their Natare, or; Time of PERK: 
mance, - as to* tender any of -them 
' which are doge with the Spirit and Un- 
derſtanding of the Worſhipper ). unac- 
ceptable to. God, becauſe any other of 
them (which he underſtands at, that 
he is obliged alſo to dv) is not. firſt per- 
formed. JOY ROBINS 

© 9. I readily grant, both as to the Mi- 
niftry and 'Reception - of Members to 
Charch-Fellowſhip,” that where. any Per- 
fon is .approved upon Trial, EleQed. by 
proper Perſons, and Ordained by im- 
poſition of the Hands of the Presbytery, 
ſuch a Perſon is duly qualified for Rule 
and Adminiſtration of the Ward and 
Sacraments: And: ſo likewiſe where 
Repentance and, . Faith precede, and 
Baptiſm ſucceeds, ſuch a Perſon is qua- 
lihed for Church-Communion in all: 0- 
ther Ordinances ; and that this is the 
moſt approved and compleat Method, 
where it is or can be obſerved, and is 
not unneceſſarily to - be varied from 
or neglected, becauſe it tends very 
much to the well-being of every parti- 
cular Aſſembly or Church of Chriſti- 
ans ; Yet I do not conceive ſuch an _- 
a 


( Xi) 
act Proceſs abſolutely reed to the 
ly, any 


conſtituting of ſuch 'an Aſſem 


more than Baptiſm is to the Being of 

a Believer. Hay | 
There are ſome Ordinances which 
cannot be obſerved, but in and by an 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians joining toge- 
ther for ſuch Purpoſes. And if there 
cannot npon any Emergency be ſuch an 
Aſſembly, where. there is no Baptiſm ; 
nor any Preaching or Baptiſm, where 
there is no ordained Miniſter ; then if 
the' continued Line of Ordination to 
the Miniſtry, in any part of the World, 
be by Perſecution or Apoſtacy diſcon- 
tinyed, or never was to ſuch part of 
the' World before extended; though 
many Believers may be 1n ſuch Places, 
yet no Chriſtian Aﬀembly can be there 
conſtituted, or any Ordinances appro- 
priated to a Church-State there exer- 
ciſed. Which Opinion I take to be 
rather againſt, than agreeable with the 
general Scope of the Goſpel, (every 
Minute ColleQion of Chriſtians for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid, being a Step towards 
the ' gathering together the Children 
of God which are ſcattered abroad) 
and would alſo render uſeleſs (2p 
| | Rules 


OD T_T T5 


(x) 
Rules and CharaQers given in the Sctip- 
tures, which (otherwiſe ) do-and;may 
ſuffice, in all. Caſes) and Exigences, to: 
revive, renew,.. and .put ,in order (-in- 
any Age or Place); what is wanting for 
the due. conſtituting and governing of 
particular Aſſemblies or Churehes.-: -. - 


Now, Sir, whether you are of; the: 
ſame Opinion with me, or no ;.yet you 
may, percelve, .by what I haye-premiſed; 
that 1 -account.. my :ſelf obliged very 
highly to eſteem, of, you, in Love for 
your Works ſake. . And-do only.crave 
leave ;to ſay to. you, as the. Faithful 
Brethren at Cojoſs were exhorted by the 
Apoltle to ſay to their Miniſter ,4rchip- 
p14s,.. BAETE THv , Oocxoviey Hv 2IRgrAd Es 
&. Kupic, Ivo a&vTW. TAypois.. Andpro- 
ceed. to my Expoſtulation. before-men- 
tioned. Why did you not Baptize.,my 
Daughter in that .-Form which-:is, moſt 
agreeable with the- proper. Senſe . of 
the Word uſed.in the Precept of Inſti- 
tution by our Lord, moſt antient in 
the-Chriſtian Church, and lefs liable to 
Exception than any bther Form ? _. 

1, I acknowledg. it is not conſiſtent 
with. Prudence or-: good Manners, to 
| prelyme 
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prefinye': to- know what! Anfirer yor! 
wilb make (if - you -wAl vouchſafe” to 

mdke any} before I firve- a Tas 
ent Seaſor to confer with you «about 
this Matter: Butt becomes me to.ren- 


der a' Rezſon, and make my Apology 
for putting. fach *4-Qtieftion 'to yor : 
Which I ſhall therefore begin, in the 
w6rds- of Sir Norton Knatchball, wito for 
his Dignity" wasc in; his; Eife-rime- ho 
noured; nd for his profomd* Judy: 

ment, PMyhing and PFiety,, much ERP 
highly'ankl deſervedly effremed” arttong 
ſuch &sar& competent Fadges of” his efa- 
bortteStudtes, and courtous harddling of 
the Szcyed' Fexts,.” in his Annotations 
on Pet. 3:20, 21; © Finttho ef formallis can- 


6 Jn Bl TW the'formal Cauſe 


wHtiim: as eſt Herus 
termi idqne Need ſen E 
© tifn? 15” property Vet a Type 


© the Reſhrraction Firs this”. 

©do give their Sufffrage the, A 

© Fathers, "School-rivn:” aa 3s all on 
 preters, Antient and' Modern, and ever 
© our E11; zhſb Charch,; which enjoins"Dlp- 
« ping—-hr 4% rbuſdin Caſabus, pern#trens 
© (ahrtrertritum 15 : Allowing only 
©in ſoni& Caſes the Liberty"of Syrians 

*or Perfuſion. 2, Every 
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(6) * 

- 3; Prery! Chriſtian: is eorc#ncd to- 
give: heed "Car: al Times, \ad@5in alt 
Places): :t6;i2fle:'! ApoltIe' 3! folemr 
Charge, 'Zi7im; 1.414 : That he !ſWine nog 
about Hlords;06-0l poſt, +but® 6 | 
verting of. the-$keq#ers.. -And'aM6 to his 
Exhortation} Chap. +.ct 3-® T9Þold- faft 


[- Yinuru/oxoGil Jie expeſs "Favh'of” Jung, 


Iords whith bibs: beard tf" 3 


certainly: this! EvM6rtation 194 oft 
niannevr: tote on or eſpecial ) 


tial: Fortis of Ialtftured! ahip 6 
pends upon the" Words UWP kN 
mficatiow6fithe Words\'of 0444S 


— por ere =» 1 pine: 2 rt 
ergo pM rt 

dikt 
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Actordingil.to-theo : f64 B- 
&rine) aftethe Afcenſian of our Lord, 
the: Orditiarice of” the- Lord% - upper, 
and: tht: of Baptiſm, repreſehf* Tin dis 
vers reſpetsY the-fame' things, 'andre- 
quire- the! Ge internal ſpitituat Work 
and Exerciſe of-Faith -iri - every Perſon 
yielding an-'external Obedience ta the 
Precept, ſcil.' An' Examination and An- 
ſiwer 'of a -£60d Confclence towards 
God z and: difterning -of "our Lord's 


Body, 


_ — 


(xvi); 
Body, as dead, buried, and raiſed a- 


' gain; and;;the Believer's Death Cwith- 


him ). unto Sin ;-and his;being iraiſed a--: 
gain .(with:him ) unto newneſs. of Life, 
through the: Faith of the Operation of 
God: þbiGoraril, V. 26; 28, 29. i Pete; 
3- 21. .\Ron% 6. - 34.4.5. CO 2. 11,12. 
As.our, Reception-of Baptiſm is a viſi-"; 
ble Mani eſtation . that: iwe have been: 
inſtruaed.. in; and haye imbraced the. 
Chriſtian; Creed, - which. is taught and: 
ſummarily..comprehended in that my- 
ſterious;Nams: of the Father; of. the Sony; 
and of-: the Holy. Spirit; -whezeinto we: 


are; ed, and; whereby. we do pro-- 
Ul TER 


feſle wry {eRvEs .to-obferve a 
thy £ OUT Lo <Eamim Y 
chingsyha ou nab. int ch 
Myſtical Body of Chraſb;;:4!Cor.-12. r 
So in the, Reception of the other Ord1-; 
nance,..( when Believers: come itoge:: 
ther [T8 uA«don: &plev]- tobreak Bread). 
rhey viſibly.: manifeſt. their þeing and. 
continuing -4n; ; the ſame Faith, Love, 
COMIN and Hop Pho ti 

Herein the. "Bon of theſe- 
Of didances. differ : That of Communi-; 
cating. at the Lord's Ti able, is : often j; 
that of Baptiſm, if oncerightly > war 

niſtre 


"ti 
(xvii) - 
niſtred; is not (neceſſarily) to be 
repeated. Yer if what is recorded 
in Scripture ; be well weighed, Thar 
Jerufalem, and all Juded, and all the 
Region round about Jordan n 'e bap= 
tized of John * That Jeſus made and 
baptized more ; Diſciples than John ? 

before : our Lord's Death, many 
of bis Difciples went back and walked 
#0 more with bim : That at the next 
Feaft of Pentecoſt after the Aſcenſaon of 
our Lord, there were in one Day bap- 
tized, and added to the Church; a- 
bout three thouſand : That ſoon after 
the Number ( T&y ovd\eay) of the 
Hen 'were dbout five thouſand; That 
when the Apoſtle Paul came after- 
wards . to Jeruſalem, the Apoſtle James 
and the Elders told bim, He ſaw 
(Tov! wevpicedrs ) bow many ten thou- 
ſands of the Fews believed. 
- A probable Opinion may atiſe 


'from hence, That many of thoſe 


who were baptized before the Death 
of our Lord; might, after his Re- 
furre&ion and Aſcenſion, upon their 
more clear Conviction and Inſtruct- 
on, be baptized again, in obedi- 


ence to the Commiſſion given to his 


a Apo 


(xvit) 

Ferſ6n” be. baptized- who hath not. 
heard, or been inſtructed in the Do- 
crine of the Trinity, or -hath had 
Water ſprinkled or poured upon 
him, under the Notion of Baptiſm, 
and' ſhall afterwards be more” per- 
fetly inſtruted, and attain to a com- 
petent Knowledg, both of the right 
Form of that Ordinance, and of the 


Divine Myſtery of that. Name into 
which he ought to be in a right man- 


ner baptized; and ſhall thereupon, 
to ſatisfy his own Conſcience, deſire 
to be ſo baptized : I ſee no Reaſon 
why a Rebaptization, or right-bap- 
tizing, may not in ſuch: or the like 


Caſes be admitted ; eſpecially conſt- 
dering withal, how difficult it may 
ſeem for any Perſon, but of an ordi- 


nary Capacity, politively to deter- 


mine whether the words in As 19. 
'V. 5. [when they beard, they were bapti- 


zed] arc to be taken as ſpoken by the 
Holy Apoſtle Paul, of ſnch as were 


| baptized by John the Baptiſt; or by 
_ the Evangeliſt St. Luke, of thoſe to 
. whom the Apoſtle then ſpake,and on | 


whom he then alſo laid his Hands,v:6. 


5- An 


Apoſtles, - And conſequently if any | 


Sacred, as well as for a common Uſe. *.. 


(xix ) 


. - $-. An actual Obedience to a poli. 
tive-Inſtjtution may for ſpecial Cau- 
ſes he.(as Circumciſion was during. 
the (15 10a forty Years travel 'in 
the Wi Ren ) ſuſpended, -rather 
than the Perſons Life or Health to be 
thereby endangered, or the eſtabliſh- 
ed Rite to be therefore changed: 
Where infirm or tender Perſons have 
been preſſed in Conſcience to yield 
Obedience to the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, the Bath in England, and warm 
Water in the Netherlands, hath 

( as I have been credibly informed ) 
been made ufe of ' by Perſons who 
have . been. of. my Acquaintznce. 
And though I am: not for any need- 
leſs Innovations in Rites relating to 
Divine Worſhip ; nor in more than 


forty Years palt, ever knew of any 


Perſon's ſuffering Damage in their 
Health, by being duly baptized 'in 
cold Water, either in Summer or 
Winter ; yet in regard to that per- 
petual Rule, That God will bave Mer- 
cy, and not Sacrifice ;, I dare not cen- 
ſure ſuch as conceive there is a Neceſ-. | 
ſity for making Water warm, for this -;-** 


a 2 - The* 
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Qualii of the Water, as tq 
parker: or Warmth, whether by the 
Heat of the Sun, Stoves or common 
Fires, being not ſo conſiderable in 

the Miniſtration of this Ordinance, 
$ ont Quantity of Water, that it 
be ſufficient to Fancks the Body © 
the Perſon ( who comes to be bapti. 
xcd) therein : For by the decent ob- 
ſervance of the External Rite, («- 
Te 7T&v) according to Order, the 
Myſtical Senſe js duly repreſented, 
and may be afterwards ſpiritually im. 
proved, as js frequent in the Holy 
Scriptures. ' 

6. If it ſhould be granted that the 
Word Bajtiſm, as applied to Veſſels, 
Beds, or any other common Ufe, may 
he taken in a larger Senſe, than ſtrict- 
ly to ſignify Immerſiqn in Water,(al- 
though the common way of cleanſing 
þoth the Inſide and Outſide of ſuch 
things be to dip them i in Water) yet 
unleſs it can be ſhewn from the Holy 
Scriptures, that the Word was or 
' may be taken for Sprinkling,or pour- 
' ing \ Water upon a Perſon, as well j in 
the "Adminiſtration of this Ordi- 

MARCH, as In any ſuch common uſe, 


| 


J , conceive there cannot be from 


(xi) 


thence drawn any ſolid A ent for 
the Change of this Sacred Rite. And 
as to the figurative Uſe of this Word, 
(99 it is applied to ſuch as had the 
omiſe ot being Baptized in, or 
with the Spirit, [at.3.11. tv Udlr 
—ty TVEUuagl xa X, rvpi] Or WETE 
to undergo the Baptiim of Sufferings 
or Afflitions) it implies a far grea- 
ter Meaſure of the Gifts and Graces 
of the Spirit, than is the Portion of 
every Believer, who is enabled by the 
mw to call Jeſus the Lord , or of 
Cbaſtenings, than is the Portion of 
every Son whom the Lord receives. 
So that this figurative Uſe of the 
Term Baptiſm, is ſo far from gi- 
ving any countenance to the muta- 
tion of the primitive Uſe of Immer- 
fron in Water, to that of Sprinkling with 
Water ; that it rather explains and 
confirms to us, that the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm, as common to all Believers, 
wasand ought to be adminiſtred by 
Immerſion. 
' Sir, If I had been timely advertiſed 
of my Daughter's Inclinations to join 
with your Aſſembly, and of the _ 
| [tf 
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thodin which you thereupon intend- 
ed to proceed, in order to her Ad- 
miſſion, I would have uſed my Endea- 
vours to have prevented you of this 
Trouble: But ſince that was not 
done, and that I have lately conſen- 
ted that a Brief Treatiſe of the Proper 
SubjetF and Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 
which I writ about ſeven Years ſince 
to the late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
ſhould be publiſhed ; > pray you ( at 
your leiſure) vouchſafe to read it; 
and to accept in good part this my 
Apology for addreſſing my ſelf in 
this manner to you : With this aſſu- 
rance, that notwithſtanding aur dif- 
ferent Apprehenſions in any of the 
Matters aforementioned, I 2m 


Your entire Friend and Servant 


in the Lord, 


R. D. 


—_—__CTES 
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TO:THE 


RE AD ER 


REeaDER, 


| OT bave here preſented to your 
ſerions Conſideration, a true 
= Account,” both of the Judg- 


ment and PraGice of Us. and 


' many others called  Anabaptiſts. ' The 
. Author of the-enſuing Treatiſe having, 
'to the knowleds of ſome of us, had his 


Converſation with them for above forty 
Tears, His Moderation towards all Pey- 
ſos fearing God, (though differing in 
Opmion from him ) 15s well known to all 
that bave bad acquaintance with bim. 
We believe few bave with more diligence 
examined the Grounds of b1s own and our 
Opinions, wherein we differ from others. 
Some of which (for our Vindication, and 
not to mereaſe Contentions) be commus- 
nicated to the Worthy and Learned late 
Biſhop of Lincoln, ſome Tears before y 
; Death; 


(xv) , 
Death. Theſe baving been made known 
and read to us, we conceive may be of uſe 
zo ſilence and remove from us the wnj 
Reproaches caſt upon us by our Adver- 
ſaries, not only formenty, but of late al-. 
ſe. And we bave therefore deſired, and 
be baſh conſented, thit they ſhowkd be 
pubB/hea. * PP IO 

What t aſſerted by the Author, hath 
always been atteſted, both by our:Doffrine 
and Converſation, ' We love and honour 
all. Men feareng God, whether they apree 
with, or diſagree from us ini their Opini- 
ons concerning - Baptiſm, _We heartily 
pray that the Spirit of Bitterneſs may 
ceaſe, and that wherets we have attened, 
we may all walk in Love ;, and that living 
in Love and Peace one with the other, the 
God of. Peace may be with us all. 


William Kifhn, 
Jo h Maiſters, 

William Collins; 
Richard Allen. : 


AS Xy .v + > 


To the R foht Reverend 
Thomas Lord Biſhop 
of Lincoln 


95 th 


4HE Ground of my huni- 

ble tendering theſe enſus 

ing Pages to your Lord- 

ſhip, is your declared 

Condeſcenſian to peruſe any brief 

Treatiſe that ſhould be. preſented 

to you concerning the . proper 

Subjet and Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm. | 

I have in all my ColleRions 

(which for a great part are taken 


out of a Treatiſe on. the Ads, adas,apdlf 
written by the Learned Dr, Dys lorum ad 


veil) endeayoured Brevity; that 
B I 


_ 


T might not be tedious to your 
Lordſhip, having confidence in 
your Integrity, as well as ap- 
proved Ability, to ſupply my O- 
miſſions and DefeQs, if it be re- 
quiſite, for the Truth's ſake. 


Before I repeat the:'Arguments 
brought by thoſe called Anabap- 
ziſts, in defence of their Opinion, 
I crave the liberty of a ſhort Pre- 
face concerning this Sect amongſt 
us. 


It has been their Lor ( as of 
others in-other Parts and Apes of 
the World) to be deſcribed by 
their Adverſaries under very 
black CharaQters, as guilty of the 
moſt deteſtable Hereſies and high- 
eſt Crimes. | 

_ Woful Experience has 1n all 
Ages demonſtrated, that - Bap- 
tilm, whether once only, or (as 


of Old) often repeated, —__ 
0 


| 


(3) 
of it felf, without purifying 
Faith, effect a real cleanſing from 
Sin; the Heart of an Unbetiever, 
like that of Simon Magus bapti- 
zed, being not right before God, 
remains in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and Bond of Iniquity; Yet I ſee 
no natural or neceſſary . Conſe- 
quence in this, That a Submiſ- 


{ion 1n ſincerity of Heart to the 


due Adminiſtration of this Ordi- 
nance, ( which is an Evidence of 
the Baptized's Repentance of his 


Sins paſt, and an Obligation to 


; Holineſs and Righteouſneſs for 
| thetime'to come) ſhould diſpoſe 


any Man to the entertaining of 


| any Heretical Opinion, or com- 
| miſhon of any heinous Crime. 


It appertains not to me to ac- 


; cuſe or vindicate any particular 


Perſons who have been or are of 
this Sect: My Intent herein is, 
only to remind your Lordſhip of 


Matter of Fact; That as they 
B 2 have 
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4) 
have been in general accuſed, fo 
they have many times in general 
alſo publiſhed their Vindicati- 
ONS. 

| TI have been informed by credi- 
ble Perſons, of ſome of this Se& 
being in your Lordſhip's Dioceſs, | 
in and long before the beginning | 
of the Reign of King TFames I. 
And I have ſeen an Humble Sup- | 
plication (reprinted Apo 1662, 
with another ſhort Treatiſe, in- 
tituled, Perſecution for Religion 
Judged and condemned, but betore 
printed, Anno 1620.) preſented 
to King James, and the Parlia- 
ment then fitring, which ſets 
forth, amongſt other things, 
* That their Miſeries were Tong | 
* and liogring Impriſonments! 
& for many Years,in divers Coun-! 
© ties of Exzland. And con-! 
cludes thus; * We ceaſe not to' 
* pray for the King, and his Son,? 
** and his Seed, and this whole! 


« High 


ot 


TT 
a 
Qu 


(.5') 
*& High and Honourable Aﬀem- 
& bly ;; now and always calling 
& the All-ſeeing God to witneſs, 
© that we are your Majeſty's 
& Loyal Subjects ; not for Fear 
& only, but for Conſcience-fake. 
Unjuſtly called Azabaptiſts, which 
is the uſual Stile of ſuch as em- 
brace the Opinion of baptizing 
Adult Perſons only. 

And as for thoſe of this pre- 
ſent Age, ſince the Year 1640, 
(among many of whom T have had 
Converſation for about 34 paſt) 
altho it has been frequently, and 
eſpecially of late in Pamphlets, 
by the Authors of them, affir- 
med, That they have a Catalogue 
of Names, and can tell the pre- 
ciſe Times wherein, and AQtions 
which were done by the Men of 
this SeCt, (referring to the gene- 
rality of them, and inſtancing in 
{uch things as tend to the render- 
ing them obnoxious to Humane 
B 3 So- 


gr 


(6)- 
Societies) ; Yet upon ſtrict En- 
quiry, I could neyer find any 
Circumſtances of Truth that 
might give Countenance to ſuch 
Accuſations,other than the charg- 
ing of the whole Set, from the 
Inſtances of a very inconliderable 
number of particular Perſons a- 


mong them; and therein allo - 


with ſuch chings as were done by 
them, ( perhaps ſeveral Years) 
either before they entertained 
this Opinion, or after they had 
deſerted it, or wete ejected out of 
their Aſſemblies. 

I preſume your Lordſhip has 
ſeen the Confeſſions of Faith and 
Apologies, which within the a- 
foreſaid Time, upon ſpecial Oc- 
caſions, have been once and again 
made and publiſhed by the Lea- 
ders of this Se&t,with their Names 
ſubſcribed; wherein they have 
vindicated themſelves and their 


Aſſemblies in general, from the 
Aſper- | 
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Aſperſions caſt on them by their 
Adverſaries. | 


That your Lordſhip may make 
the better Judgment of the Dil- 
ciples and State of this Sect, con- 
cerning whom I write this, I 
crave leave to bring to your re- 
membrance, ſome of their Lea- 
ders, and the Occaſions which 
prepared the way for the encreaſe 
of their Numbers. 

About 38 Years fince, in the 
Heat of our late Troubles, Epi/- 
copacy being laid aſide, and Preſ- 
bytery only ( as it were by way 0 
Experiment) for a Seaſon at- 
tempted, but never in a National 
Way proſecuted with EffeCt ; eve- 
ry Man was at liberty to purſue 
the Perſwaſion of his own Mind, 
as to entring into Church-fellow- 
ſhip in diſtin Congregations, 
and therein to join with ſuch as 
he conceived came neareſt to the 
B 4 Pri- 


(3) 
Pelematire Pattern in Worſhip and 
Diſcipline. 
' About that Time, and a little 
after, there were many Miniſters, 
ſome who had been before Or- 
dained, and others who were ad- 
mitted to Parochial and other 
Publick Charges : Among whom 
(of my Acquaintance) were 


Mr. Tombes, ſometime Preacher 


at the Temple, Mr. Chriſtopher 
Blackwood in Kent, Mr. Benjamin 
Cox ar Bedford, Mr. Edwara Har- 
7iſon, Mr. Daniel Dyke, and {ome 
others, 1n or near Hertfordſhire ; 
Mr. Henſerd Kyollys, and many 
others, who did openly profeſs, 
and ſeveral of them write and 
publiſh their Opinions concern- 
10g the proper Subject and Man» 
ner of Baptiſm. 

Some of them yoluntarily left 
their Parochial Charges and Be- 
nefices, as not approving the bap- 
£1zing of Infants, and colleQted di- 

ON | ſtin& 
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(9) 
ſtin& Congregations of ſuch ag 
agreed with them in this DoQrrine 
of Baptiſm; which by a Succeſ- 
fion of ordained Miniſters, in 
the Place of ſuch as are dead, re- 
main to this Day. : 

By theſe Means, and by the 
Writings and Example of Mr. 
Henry Lawrence, a Gentleman of 
liberal Education, and of divers 
other Learned and Pious Perſons, 
many (and my ſelf among the 
reſt) were induced to enquire 
into this Opinion; and finding 
the Doftrine and Examples of 
theſe worthy Guides (in all Re- 
ſpes well qualified for the Mini- 
ſtry) to concur with the Holy 
Scriptures, and Primitive PraQtice 
of the Chriſtian Church, they 
thereupon conſorted with them in 
the obſervance of this and other 
Ordinances of Divine Worſhip. 

- And conſequently in the Year 
1649, and for about ten Years af- 
ter 


(10) 
ter, the embracing theſs Opini- 
ons with ſobriety, being no Bar 
to the continuance.of ſuch in Pub- 
lick Employment, who were 0- 
therwiſe found capable of ir. 
And the non-proſecution of Penal 
Laws againſt fuch Opinions, for 
thoſe ten Years, ſetting each Per- 
{on free in that reſpe& from the 
common Obſtacle of - Dammage 
in their Liberty or Eftates, their 
Congregations in many Crties 
and Counties of Exglanud were 
greatly multiplied. 

And in that Time did this Opi- 
nion ſpread it ſelf alſo into fome 
of the Regiments of Horſe and 
Foot in the Army ; and 1n 1650, 
and afterwards, ſome profeſſing 
this Opinion, were called from 
their private Employments, and 
preferred to Commands at Sea ; 
(among others) Capt. Mildmay 
tro Command the Admiral Flag- 
ſhip under the late Duke of AL 
bemarle, 
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(11) 
bewarle, when he was one of the 
Generals at Sea. Capt. Pack to 
Command the Flag-ſhip under 
Sir George Aſcue, Reer-Admiral, 
Sir John Harman to Command 
the Admiral Plag-ſhip under 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Tork. 

But notwithſtanding ſome of 
this SeX had that Countenance 
g1ven them, as I have mentioned, 
by ſuch as had the principal ma- 
nagement of Afﬀairs; yet this 
Sect in general (as they have 
publiſhed in their Apologies ) 
were the leaſt of any ſort of 
People concerned in any Viciſ- 
ſtudes of Government that hap- 
pen'd among us. 

_ My Stations within the afore- 
mentioned ten Years, gave me 
Opportunity to know moſt Per- 
fons and Actions of Note, in re- 
ference as well to Civil as Marti- 
al Aﬀairs, and particularly you 
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(12) 
of this Sea. And although irt 
and after the Year 1649, their 


Numbers did increaſe, infomuch. 


as the principal Officers in divers 
Regiments of Horſe and Foot, 
became Anabaptiſts : And parti- 
cularly in Oliver Cromwel's own 
Regiment of Horſe, when he 
was Captain-General of all the 
Parliament's Forces ; and in the 
D. of Albemarle's own Regiment 
of Foot, when he was General of 
all the Engliſh Forces in Scotland ; 
yet by the beſt Information TI 
could have, there were not at 
any time, before the Year 1649, 
twenty Anabaptiſts in any ſort of 
Command in the wholerArmy : 
And until after the Year 1648, 
there were no. more than only 
two, viz. the afore-mentioned 
Mr. Lawrexce, and Mr. Johz 
Fiexnes, one of the old Lord Say's 
Sons, who made profeſſion of 
this Opinion, choſen into the 
Com- 
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Commons Houſe of Parliament; 
And both theſe did in that Year, 
and in the Life-time of the late K. 
Charles 1. (as I have been credibly 
informed) voluntarily depart 
from that Parliament, as not ap- 
proving their Proceedings againſt 
the Perſon of the King, and fat 
no more 1n it, but lived privately 
until about ſix Years afterwards, 
(a new Form of Government be- 
- ing then framed, and in appear- 
ance ſettled) Mr. Lawrence was . 
called again into publick Employ- 
ment. | 

I confeſs to your Lordſhip, I 
never heard of any Azabaprtifi in 
the King's Army, during ' the 
Conteſt between his Majeſty and 
the Parliament : And perhaps be- 
caule there were ſome 1n the Par- 
liament's Army, and none in the 
King's Army, ſome Perſons have 
from thence taken occaſion to af- 
firm, That the Opinion of Ana» 
baptiſm 


r4) 
'tiſm in the Church, is © 
age Monarchy 1n the Rake, ns 
I cannot reach the Ground of this 
Notion. For, 

1. What is reported in Hiſto- 
ry concerning the Anabaptiſts in 
Mannfter and Upper-Germany, can- 
not 1n colour of Reaſon be ap- 
plied to the generality of Aza- 
baptiſts in England; tor they have, 

Ll 0 4s from time to time, in their Apo- 
Ly A mia. ogies, declared an utter Abhor- 
"3660. rence of ſuch impious DoQtrines, 
and their bloody Conſequences. 
It is true, as before is mention- 
ed, that this Opinion being no 
W171. general Bar to the continuance of 
VV! | {uch as did embrace it in Publick 
Nt Employment; though I have 
cauſe to believe one ſpecial Rea. 
ſon of disbanding an intire Regis 
4 eads ment in the Earl of Eſſex his Ar- 
[''%. my was, for that the Colonel en- 
tertained and gave Countenance 
to Separatiſts, and ſome Anabap- 


tiſts, 


ry we...» 


had do. Ddeneatns © * b. ln lt. am 
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tits. And that which occaſioned 
Oliver Cromwel (after he uſurped 
the Government of Lord Prote-. 
Qtor ) to diſcharge at once all the 
principal Officers of his own Re- 
giment, ( upon other Pretences ) 
was, for that they were all Aza- 
baptiſts. And it being alſo true, 
as themſelves declare 1n the fore- 
cited Apologies, © That the Sub- 
« jeQtion that they gave to the 
© Powers which were over them, 
*© was out of Conſcience to the 
«« general Law of Obedience ; and 
© the AﬀeCtion which they mani- 
&© feſted therein, did arifs from 
* the enjoyment of that due Li- 
& berty and Protection which 
* they had in Matters of Reli- 
* gion, But yet to clear them- 
ſelves of any Charge that was or 
might be alleged againſt them, as 
if they were Enemies to Monar- 
chy ; many of the principal Lead- 
ers of them did, with an unani- 
Mous 


mous Conſent, in one of the Con: 
feflions of Faith publiſhed by 
them, in the Year + ; and ſe- 
veral times ſince, freely acknow:. 
ledg, © That Kingly Govern. 
* __=F eſtabliſhed, guided. and 
” bounded by juſt and wholeſome 
&« Laws, was both "allowed by 
* God, and a good Pen 4.8 
& tion to Men. 

I knew divers of them, after 
his Majeſty's Reſtauration, who 
were continued and advanced in 
Civil Employments ; but I do 
not know that any of them, un- 
to whom any Publick Employ- 
ment under his Majeſty hath 
been offered, who did refuſe it : 
Nor did I ever hear of any one 
of them that was ever diſmiſſed of 
their Employ, for any Infide- 
lity, or other Matter evil in it 
ſelf. ThE 

2, 'Thelſe latter Inſtances do 
ſufficiently evince, that they are 
not 
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hot of the Temper of the Aja4= 
baptifts of Lower-Germany, who 
like to the Rechabztes in andthet 

aſe) put: themſelves uhder a 
voluntary Engagemebt, of elſe 
account it unlawful in any Caſe 
to bear Arms ot Office. So that 
the Azabeptiſts in England cannot 
be compared to theſe; 

3. The generality of them do; 
as Opporrunity offers, embrace 
and exerciſe a Comitiunion with 
other Chriſtians in the Articles 
of rheir Faith, and in as tnany 
Religious Exerciſes is they do 
jointly agree in, ribrwithſtanding 
their different Opinions coricetns 
ing the proper Subje& and Order 


{ of Baptiſm; as is; atnong othet 


Evidences of this kind, alſo mani- 
feſt in the Appendix to their Cons 
feſſion, ptinted An. a fa So that 
they canhot juſtly charged 
with the Crinie in this Poltit 


© | 6bjefted againſt the 4nabeptiſts 
* F 


18) 

in Donatws. his Time, Cext. 4. 

And they have, in all their A- 
pologies, complained of the In- 
juries done, by objecting. the 
Crimes of ſome few, and very 
few amongſt them, to them. all 
in general, although they have 
publickly declared their Innocen- 
cy, with deteſtation of ſuch 
Crimes ; ſo that upon the whole, 
and upon weighing what they 
have to ſay for their Opinion and. | 
PraCtice in the Point of Baptiſm, | 
and for the Communion they. | 
hold with one another ſubſequent | 
thereupon, TI hope they will, in 
your Lord(hip's Charity, (fo far 
as their Converſation ſutes with | 
their Doarine) be admitted as ! 

mong the Number of Sincere | 
Chriſtians. And that their par- ' © 
ticular Perſwaſion may be no Bar | x 
in the way of your Lordſhip's | 
Charity towards them, I ſhall 
now proceed briefly to ſtate their / 
*% Opinion, 
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Opinion, with the Proofs in ges 
neral, upon which they eſtabliſh 
the Truth of it. 

The ſubſtance of what is aſ- 
ſerted by them, is, That thoſe 
who do profeſs Repentance to- 
ward God, Faith in, and Obedi- 
ence to our Lord Jeſus, are the 
proper Subjects of Baptiſm. 

That the due Adminiſtration 
of this Ordinance, is by Immer- 
fion, or dipping the Perſon in 
Water: And that they find no 
Rule or Example in Scripture for 
baptizing any Perſon in any other 
manner, or without an aQual 
Declaration of Faith. 

For Proof hereof they al- 

lege, 

t. The DoQtrine and Praftice 
of John the Baptiſt, and of the 


r | Diſciples of our Lord, whilſt he 
was preſent with them before his 


Crucifixion ; Mat. 3.2. And ſaying, 
Repent ye; a the Ryngdom of 
2 


Heas+ 


(20) 

Heaven is at hand. Ver.6. And | 
were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confeſſing their Sins, Ver. 11. 1 
indeed baptize you with Water unto 
Repentance ; but he that cometh af- | 


ter me i mightier than I,whoſeShoes | 
1 am not worthy to bear ; he ſhall | 


baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, | 
and with Fire. Ver. 13. Then 
cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jor- 
dan wnto John, to be baptized of 
him. Ver. 16. And TFeſus, when 
he was baptized, went up ftraight- 
way out of the Water ; and lo, the 
Heavens were opened unto him, 
and he ſaw the Spirit of God de- | 
ſcending like a Dove, and lighting | 
wpon him. Mark 1. 4, 5. John | 
did baptize in the Wilderneſs, and | 
preach the Baptiſm of Repentance, | 
for the remiſſion of Sins. And there | 
wens out unto hin all the Land of | , 
Judea, and they of Jeruſalem, and | | 
were all baptized of him in the Ri-| , 
wer of ' Jordan,confeſſing their _ 2. 

cr; 


HO K__ 8 5 © OHH OR WED TT 


(21) 
Ver, g. And it came to paſs in 
thoſe days that Feſm came from Na- 
zareth of Galilee, and was bapti- 
zed of John iz Jordan. Luke }. 3, 
And he came into all the Countrey 
about Jordan, preaching the Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance for the remiſ- 
ſiow of Sins, Ver. 16. John an- 
ſwered, ſaying unto them all, I in- 
aged baptize you with Water ; but 
one mightier than 1 cometh, the 
Latchet of whoſe Shoes I am not 
worthy to unlooſe ;, he ſhall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with Fire. Ver. 21. Naw. when 


| all the People were baptized, jt came 
Fo paſs that Jeſws alſo being bapti- 


zed, and praying, the Heaven was 
opened, ACts 19. 4, 5. Then ſaid 
Paul, John werily baptized with the 
Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying un- 
to the People, That they ſhould be- 


; lieve on bim'which ſhould come "af: 
ter bim, that is, on Chriſt Jeſus. 


When they heard this, they were bap- 
C3 tized 


(22) 
tized in the Name of the Lord Jes 


ciples into the Land of Judea, 
and there he tarried with them and 


YJ tizing in Enon, zeayr to Salim, be- 
| cauſe there was much Water there ; 

| and they came and were baptized. 
Chap. 4.'1. — Jeſus made and 
baptized more Diſciples than John. 
2. The Words of poſirive and 
ſovereign Inſtitution, after the 
'Reſurre&ion of our Lord ; Mat. 
28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : 
Teaching them to obſerve all things 


end lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the World. Amen. 
Mark 16.16, He that believeth, 
ly! end u« baptized,ſhall be ſaved; but he 
18 that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 
H WP | | 1 The 


| ſ#s. John 3. 22,23. After theſe | 
| things came Jeſus and his Diſ- | 


; . baptized. And John alſo was bap- | 


| 


z 
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in the Name of the Father, and of 


whatſoever 1 have commanded you : | 


| (23) 

3. The Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts Tnſtruftions, Reſolutions of 
Queſtions on this SubjeQand Pra- 
Qice, correſpondent with the 
Command, next and _ 
ly after it was given. As 2. 38. 
Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, 


inthe Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 


Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall re-. 


ceive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Chap.8.12. But when they believed 
Philip, preaching the things con- 
eerning the Kznogdom of God, and 
the Name of Teſus Chriſt, they 
were baptized both Men and Wo- 
men. Ver, 36---39. And as they 
went on their way, they came unto 4 
certain Water, ana the Ennuch 


ſaid, See here is Water, what doth 


hinder me to be baptized? And Phi- 
lip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all 
thine Heart, thou mayeſt. And he 
anſwered and ſaid, I believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt # the Son of God. 

C 4 And 
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And he commanded the Chariqt ta 


| fan d flill; and they went downhboth 


into the Water, both Philip apd the 
 Eunuch, and he baptized him. And 
"when they were come up out of the 
Water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the Eunuch 
ſaw him no more; and he went on 
his way rejoicing. Chap. 18. 7,8. 
And he departed thence, and entred 
into 4 certain Man's Houſe, named 
Juſtus, one that worſbipped God, 


whoſe Houſe joingd hard to the Sy- | 
pagogue. And Criſpus the chief 
Ruler of the Synagogue,believed on | 


the Lord, with all his Houſe : and 
many of the Corinthians, hearing, 
believed, and were baptized. 
4, The manifold Uſe and Im- 
Provement, which after man 
=hriſtian Churches were ſettled, 
the Apoſtles made in their Epi» 
ſtles to them, taken from the due 
Qualifications required in Perſons 


tq be baptized, and built upon 
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the due Adminiſtration of that 
Ordinance, wherein are ſhewed 
the Myſtical Significancy there- 
of. 

1. As it 15 by the Prayer, Stt- 
pulation or Interrogation of the 
Baptized's good Conſcience there- 
in Godward, the Figure of Sal- 
vation through the Reſurreftion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which otherwiſe 
by the Water's waſhing away df 
the Filth of the Fleſh in Baptiſm 
it would not be. AQts 22.16. And 
now why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and 
be baptized, apd waſb away thy Sins, 
calling on the Name of the Lord. 
Chap.9.11. And the Lord ſaid un- 
to him, Ariſe, and go iptp the Street, 
which. i called Straight, and en- 
quire in the Houſe of Judas, for one 
called Saul of Tarſus; for behold, 
he prayeth. And 1 Pet. 3. 21. The 
like Figure whereunto, even BRap- 
tiſm, doth alſo now ſave us, (not 


the putting away the Filth A Wy 
, 
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Fleſh, but | the Anſwer of 4 good 
Conſcience towards God) by the Re- 
ſurretion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Asit is (to the underſtand- 
ing of the baptized Perſon) or- 
dained to be a Sign of Fellowſhip 
with Chriſt in his Death and Re- 


furreQtion. Rom.6. 3,4,5. Kyow . 


ye not, that ſo many of us as were © 


baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his Death? Therefore 
we are buried with him by Baptiſm 
into Death; that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the Dead by the Glory 
of the Father,even ſo we alſo ſhould 
walk in newneſs of Life, For if 
we have been planted together in 
the likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall 
be alſo in the likeneſs of his Re- 


ſurrettion. And Col. 2. 12. Bu- 


ried with him in Baptiſm, wherein 

alſo 'ye are riſen with him through 

the Faith of the operation of God, 

who hath raiſed him from the Dead. 

And of engrafting into that ay 
| 1CA 
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ſtical Body the Church, whereof 
Chriſt is the Head. Gal. 3. 27, 


28. For as many of you as have 


been baptized into Chriſt, have 


put. on Chriſt. There #.- neither 
Jew nor Greek, there 4s neither 
Bond nor Free, there w net- 


' ther Male nor Female; for ye 


are all one in Chriſt Jeſws. And 
1 Cor. 12.13. For by oxe Spirit 
we are all baptized into one Body, 
whether we be Fews or Gentiles whe- 


ther we be Bond or Free; and have 


been all made to drink into one Spi- 
rit. And conſequently a Reproof 
and Conviction (in the Bapti- 
zed's own Conſcience) of the 
Crime, in caſe he be guilty, of 
making a. Schiſm in the Church ; 
as, 1 Cor.1i.13. Is Chriſt divided ? 
was Paul crucified for you ? or were 
ye baptized in the Name of - Paul ? 
Or ſeparating from the Church,as 
in the Epiſtle of Fade, ver. 19. 
Theſe be they who ſeparate them- 


ſebves, 


(28). 
ſ-boes, ſenſual, having not the Spj- 


'rit. Heb. 10.2 F Not forſaking 


the aſſembling of our ſelves toge- 
ther, fe the manner of ſome is, but 
exhorting one another ; and ſo 
much the more, as ye ſee the Day 
approaching. 

3. As the Baptized is preſumed 
to know himſelf to be thereby 
obliged in general to a perſeve- 
rance in Holineſs, a growth in 
Grace and Knowledg of the My- 
ſteries of God, even of the Father 
and of Chriſt, and to the yield- 
ing a ready Obedience of Faith to 
all other DoQtrines and Precepts 
of our Lord. Rom.6. 3. Kyow 
ye nor, that ſo many of us as were 
baptized into Jeſws Chriſt, were 
baptized into his Death? Col. 2. 
-12. Buried with him in Baptiſm, 
wherein alſo ye are riſen with him 
through the Faith of the Operation 
of God, who hath raiſed him from 
the Dead. And Hb. 6. 1, 2, 3. 
Theres 
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Therefore leaving the Principles of 
the Doftrine of Chriſt, let us go on 
unto Perfettion ; not laying again 
the Foundation of Repentance from 
dead Works, and of Faith towards 
God. Of the Doftrine of Baptiſms, 
and of laying on of Hanas, and of 
the Reſurrettion of the Dead, and 
of eternal Tudgment. And this will 
we do, if God permit. 

My Lord, if theſe Scriptures 
be rightly interpreted and applis 
ed by theſe called Anabeptiſts : 
And if it bealſo true, as they have 
often aſſerted, That there is not 
in the whole Scriptures any Rule 
given to baptize, or any plain 
Inſtance of any Perſons being 
baptized in any other manner, or 
without being firſt inſtructed in 
the DoQrine, and making confeſ- 
ſion of Faith, I cannor conceive 
why this ſhould nor be accepred, 
without any orher additional Te- 
ſtimonies or Arguments, as a ſuf 
ficient 


(36) 
ficient Defence for ſuch as ( with 
a dye obſervance of all other 
Rules of Chriſtianity, general and 
ſpeciaF-do in this Point thus be- 
lieve 'and do: Nor why they 
ſhould be therefore cenſured, ei- 
ther as varying from the firſt In- 
ftitution, or as being deficient in 
any Proof neceſſary to maintain 
this their Opinion and Pra- 
Ctice. 

I rake it to be agreed, among 
the generality of Reformed Chri- 
ftians, that in the Holy Scriptures 
are contained DireQions, as well 
concerning all eſſential Parts of 
Worſhip, as DoCtrines, neceſſary 
to be believed. And it may be 
thence f{afely concluded, that 
without the help of any unwrit- 
ten Traditions, or any other 
Writings, the Holy Scriptures 
divinely inſpired and written for 
our Learning always, (ſince they 
were firſt written) have been, 
are, 
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(313), 
are, and will be, through Faith: 


in Chriſt Jeſus, equally powerful 


to render any other Perſon, / as 
well as Timothy, wiſe to Salvati- 
on. And to compleat any other 
Miniſter of Chriſt for his Work, 
whether it be for DoQtrine or In+ 
ſtruQion, in Righteouſneſs, re- 
proof of Errors, or ſetting to 
right and reſtoring the true Wor- 
ſhip of God, if any of his In- 
ſtitutions, through Negligence, 
Omiſhon, Incogitancy, humane 
Traditions, frequent and long- 
continued Examples in the 
Church, or any other Means have 
not been rightly obſerved. And 
if it be admitted, that no Power 
or Authority was ever committed 
to any DoCctors, Aſſemblies, or 
General Councils, purpoſely- or 
knowingly, in any Tranſcript of 
the Scriptures, to vary one Lets 


| ter from the Original Record, or 


in any Trandlation to vary from 
the 


3:5 
the true and genuine Senſe of the 
Original Text : And that not eve. 
ry.individual Letter, Syilable or 
Word in a Tranſcript or Tranſla- 
tion, but the Senſe of Scripture is 
. of Divine Authority, and may 
F*.. berendred and preached now as 
| well as in the Apoſtles Time, to 
Ks: 2, rr. every Nation under Heaven, in 


ges. And that notwithſtanding 
all Accidents of varions LeQions, 
or different Interpretations, thro 
the oſcitancy of Tranſcribers, or 
various Sentiments of Tranſla- 
tors thr6s humane Frailty ; yet 
£ thr6 the admirable Providence 
160 and Grace of God, watching over 

- 6 and affiſting his faithful Biſhops 

08} | and Teachers in the Church, we 


E& | 88 have, in all neceſſary Points re- 
''8 8h lating to DoQtrine, Worſhip, and 
"Rb Converſation, the genuine Senfe 
and Meaning of the Holy Scrip- 
turescontinued to us; as they were 
| at 


their reſpetive proper Langua- 
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at firſt revealed, and divinely in- 
ſpired into, and delivered over by 
the Holy Pen-men thereof, as I 
am abundantly ſatisfied (I thank 
God forit) that we have. And 
if it be: alſo admitted, that the 
Church hath no more Power to 
change the Rites and Forms of 
Sacraments inſtituted by our Lord, 
than 'they have to change his 
Word and Law ; for that as the 
one contains the Audible, ſo the 
other the Viſible Sign of the Di- 
vine Will: ThenlTI humbly con- 
ceive, in the deciſion of this Con- 
troverſy between the Anabaptiſts 
and Pedobaptiſis, we may fafely 
caſt out of our Thoughts all in- 
tercurrent Centuries between the 
Primitive and the preſent State 
of the Church; and without 
having regard to any intervening 
Canon, Tradition, or nice School- 
Diſtintion, follow that vene- 
rable- Scripture-Example of the 
chief . of the Fathers and the 
D Prieſts, 


(34) 
Prieſts, in a Caſe, which in ma- 
ny reſpets may ' be ſaid to be of 
the like Nature, upon their re- 
turnout of the Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity ; who when they and the 
People were aſſembled to read 
and underſtand the Words of the 
Law, which God had command- / 
ed by Moſes, and found written | 
therein, in what manner the 
Rites of the Feaſt of Taberna- | 
cles were to be obſerved by the | 
Iſraelites, they regulated and ' 
kept the Ceremonies thereof, not | 
by former Examples, but by the 
| Preſcript Form, which had not 
£9 8 been ſo done for about a thouſand | 
Pe HY Years before. Neb. 8. 14, 15, | 
1 oh" i 16, 19. And they found written | 
F' | I048 in the Law which the Lord had com- 
| wanded by Moſes, that the Chil- 
| dren of I{rael ſhould dwell in Booths, 
in the Feaſt of the ſeventh Month : | 
And that they ſhould publiſh and 
\f proclaims in all their Cities, and'in| 
Jeruſalem, /ayizg, Go forth a} | 
. the} 


jor | 


ten | 
27 
hil- 
ths, 
th: | 
and 
418 | 
unto ' 
the * 


© 
the Mount,and fetch Olive-branches, 
and Pine-branches,and Myrtle-bramn« 
ches, and Palm-branches, and Bran- 
thes of thick Trees,to make Booths, as 
it is written. So the People went 
forth, and brought them, and made 
themſelves Booths, every one upox 
the Roof of his Houſe, and in their 
Courts, and in the Courts of the 
Houſe of God, and in the Street of 
the Water-gate, and in the Street 
of the Gate of Ephraim: Ard 
all the Congregation of them that 
were come again out of the Captivi- 
ty, made Booths, and (at under 
the Booths : for ſince the Days of 
Jeſhaa the Soz of Nun, unto that 
Day, had not the Children of I(- 
rael done ſo: and there was wery 
great Glaaneſs. 

I take Baptiſm to have been 
generally reputed the initiating 
Ordinance; or Admiſſion of ſuch 
into the Viſible Church; who 
having been before inſtrufted in, 
and converted to the Chriſtian 
D 2 Faith, 
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Faith, have from that internal 


Perſwaſion, made an externl 


Profeſſion of Faith in, and ſub- 


jection to the Perſon, DoQtrine, | 


and Commands of the Lord Je- 
ſus. Not that I reckon it in or- 
der.of Nature or Time, the firſt 
AQt of Worſhip which any ſuch | 
perform towards him; for if any | 
thing may in that reſpect be ſaid | 
to be firſt, I ſhould rather attri- | 
bute the Priority to the Recep- | 
tion inthe Heart, of that incor. | 
ruptible Seed, the Word of God, 
by which a Perſon 1s born again: 
And the demonſtration of that 
ſpiritual Life to be the firſt breath- 
ing after God,thro Chriſt, in holy ' 
Deſires and Prayer, Nor do I 
think InſtruQtion in all the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtianity, or in 
the utmoſt Extent or Significancy | 
of Baptiſm it ſelf, of any more ab- 
ſolute neceſſity than in the begin- 
ning of Chriſtian Religion,(for in 
many, if not in each individual : 
Per- 


(37) 
Perſon, Chriſtianity may in ſome 
reſpeQs have as much its begin- 
ning now, as when Chriſt ,was 
firſt preached among the Gem- 
tiles). Apollos was mighty 1n the 
Scriptures, and an accurate Tea- 
cher of the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the Baptiſm of ; 
John, until Aqzils and Priſcilla a 
expounded to him the Way of 
the Lord more exquiſitely. A De- 
ficiency is alſo mentioned among 48s 15. 7 
the Diſciples at Epheſus. A com- 
petent knowledg of the Grounds 
of that Obedience, which in each 
individual Act of Worſhip is 
yielded to God, is requiſite in him 
that ſo worſhips, to render it ac- 
ceptable ; for God is a Spirit, and 
ſeeketh and reputeth ſuch for true 
Worſhippers of him, who do 
worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth. But there may be Errors 
on the right Hand as well as on 
the Left. God is jealous of his 
inſtituted Worſhip, and no Man 
D 3 IS 
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hn 
js exempt, by the Dignity of his 


Perſon, or Eminency of his Gifts, | 
from yielding Obedience thereun- | 
to, in due order and manner re- ' 


quired. It is very temakable, that | 


Moſes, the reputed Son of King | 
Pharaoh's Daughter, educated in | 
all the Learning of the Fy yptians, | 
alth6 God had eminently appeared | 
to him, ſhewed him divers Miras | 
cles, made him ſignal Promiſes of 
his Preſence and Afliſtance, ap- 
pointed him to be the Leader of 
his People : Yet after all this, the 
Lord met him in his Journey, and 
ſought to ſlay him. And by the 
Context it is evident, that this 
Anger againſt him was for that 
he had negleed to circumciſe 
his Son. Two Inſtances alſo we 
have in the New Teſtament, ths 
not of ſuch Severity, yet ſuch as 
ſerve to evidence, that it may be! 
ſometimes neceſſary to admoniſh 
thoſe that are moſt eminently fa- 
youred of God, and endued wh 
Fe 


| 
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| (39) 
| the ſpecial Gifts of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that they defer not that Obe- 
dience which they ought to yield 
to his inſtituted Worſhip, partt- 
cularly this Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm. Ordinarily at the firſt preach- 
ing of this Goſpel, Baptiſm in Wa- 
ter, did precede the Baptiſm of 
| theSpirit, and conferring of ſpe- Mar. 3.1 
| cial Gifts, (although the latter of 
| theſe was always preferred before 


» 
s 
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the other as moſt Eminent). But 
Ananias was lent to Saul of the 
Lord Jeſus, who had before ap- | 
| peared to him, that by putting on Adt g. 17 
| of his Hands (as appears by the 
Text) he might receſve his Sight, 

and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
And this was done, not only before 
his Baptiſm in Water ; but by 
z; compariſon of this Place with 


: Afts 22. 16. there ſeems ro have 
e | been, by Azanias's Queſtion, Why 


h tarrieſt thou ? at leaſt a neceſſary 
ftirringof him up toan immediate 
h. diſcharge of his Duty therein. And 
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the like we may obſerve in Corye- 
liws and his Kinſmen, and near 
Friends, on whom, whilſt the A- 
poſtle Peter was preaching to 
them, the Gift of the Holy Spi- 
rit was poured out, ſo that they 
ſpake with Tongues, and mag- 
nified God : which as it did ſuf- 
ficiently evidence they were qua- 
lified for it; ſo alſo that by this | 
Anticipation of the Baptiſm of | 
the Spirit, Baptiſm in Water ' 
might not be deferred by them. | 
The Apoſtle, not by way of Te- 
ſtimony and Exhortation only, as 
in Af#.2.40.and in other common 
Caſes, but as better ſuting with *' 
their before-declared Diſpoſition, 
and the preſent Occaſion, expreſly 
commanded ther to he baptized. 
Touching things relating to the 
common Faith, and common Sal- 
vation of Chriſtians, it has al- | 
ways been allowed, by the moſt 
eminently Learned and Orthodox ' 
Biſhops and DoCtors, that the 
| Scrip- 
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Scriptures are eaſy to be under- 


ſtood,and were ſo plainly in theſe 
Points penn'd by the Prophets, 
Apoſtles & Evangeliſts, that every 
Perſon who will read, anddiligent- 
ly ſearch and ponder them, might 
thereby of himſelf learn what are 
therein ſpoken of theſe things: 


In the humble Supplication a- ch. 4. 


fore-mentioned, ſeveral Paſſages 
are Cited to this Purpoſe out of the 
Writings of Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, Auſtin, Chryſoſtom, Juſtin 
Martyr, Theodoret, and others, 
And in the preſent Caſe, touching 
the proper Subject and Manner of 
Baptiſm, it ſeems not to me (I 
ſpeak with Submiſſion) very.ma- 
terial to enquire concerning the 
different Opinions of Men,or how 
theirControverſieshereabout have 
been decided, by any General 
Council ſince the Apoſtles Days, 
becauſe each Perſon's Faith and 
Practice herein, in every ſucceed- 
;1ng Generation to the End of the 
World, 


7 


(42) 
World, is alike to be founded up- 
on,and regulated by the Scripture, 
as was theirs who did ſucceed im- 
mediately, and were next to the 
Apoſtles. The Scriptures in theſe 
Points, are leaſt of all liable to be 
miſtaken, when they are taken by 
{ſuch as read them, as if ſent to 
them immediately by the Hands 
of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
and by ſuch as hear them read 0- 
penly in the Church,as if that Ser- 
vice was performed by ſuch as had 
ſd received them, in obedience to 
the Apoſtle's rift Charge to that 
purpoſe, 1 Theſſ. 5. 27. 1 charge 
you by the Lord, that this Epiſtle be 
read unto all the Holy Brethren. 

I do not write this to derogate 
from,or diminiſh any part of that 
Honour thar is due, and ought to 
be given to thoſe who are pious 
and learned Overſeers in the Lord's 
Vineyard. The Wiſdom of God 
did foreſee it neceſſary toeſtabliſh 


Rulers, Paſtors and Teachers in 
his 
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his Church, and to qualify them 

with ſutable Authority and Gifts, 

as well for the good Goveramear, 

Ordering and Edifying of the Bo- 

dy of Chriſt, as on their behalf to 

watch againſt and diſcover falle 

DoQrines,and falſe Teachers, who. 
by transforming themſelves into 
a_ of Light, ſeek all Occaſions 
to deſtroy the Flock, remove the 
antient Foundations of the Houſe 
of God, and to introduce damna- 
ble Hereſies, and DoQrines of De- 
vils; the detetion whereof is not 
within the compaſs of an ordina- 
ty Capacity : Therefore in this 
reſpeCt,eſpecially even now,when 
the ravening Wolves ſtood watch- 
ing for the Moment wherein they 
might ſeize their Prey, is your 
Lordſhip deſeryedly rank'd with 
the foremoſt of thoſe, whoſe words 


are the more excellent and accep- Prov. : 


tablE, becauſe upright, and words 


of Truth, ſpoken in ſeaſon by a Ecdeſ. 
Maſter of ColleQions. And the ** 


Grace 
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Grace and good Providence of 
God, that qualified and ſtirred up 
your Lordſhip, upon ſuch a ſpeci- 
al Occaſion, to dete&, and expoſe 
to open view, the Opinions aad 
Principles of ſuch falſe Teachers, 
in their native Deformity, (which 
renders them ſo abominable, that 
the Diſciples of thoſe who are the 
Fathers of them, are aſhamed to 
own them) is the more remark- 
able, and calls for an humble, hear- 
ty and thankful Acknowledgment 
from all thoſe on whoſe behalf 
this was done. 

Theſe, and all ſuch Labours as 
have a tendency, either to deteCt 
erroneous Do@trines, or reduce the 
DoErines of Chriſtianity to their 
prime and genuine Purity, that 


', Interpret and help others to un- 


derſtand aright the Holy Scrip- 

tures of Truth, have been, and 

will bealways of ſingular Uſe and 

Advantage to the Church of God, 

approved bleſſed, and the a” 
| 0 
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of them highly eſteemed of all 
ſincere Chriſtians for their Work- 
ſake. 

But, my Lord, theſe and all 
faithful Guides, who teach their 
Hearers and Diſciples pure Do- 
Qrine and-Worſhip,ſpeak to them 
in, and guide them to the Words 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles; fo 
that by common Conſent all are 
to be tried, judged and determin<- 
ed by the Rule of Scripture. And 
in this reſpeCt it is, that this Se& 
of Anabaptiſts amongſt us do ſay, 
That if the Dottrine of Baptiſm, 
as they teach it, and the Form of 
Baptiſm as they prattiſe it, be ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and pri- 
mitive Uſe of the Chriſtian Church, 
this alone is a ſufficient Defence 
for them herein, although there 
ſhould be no concurrent Teſtimony 
of any other Tradition, Cuſtom, 
Decree of Council, or Opinion what- 
ſoever. Yet, my Lord, with this 
due Salvo to the ſovereign eg 
ole 
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fole Authority of Scripture, I ſee 
30 cauſe they have ( if Matters 
be duly weighed) to decline, or 
that they do indeed appeal from 


the Judgment of the Antient Fa. |! 


thers herein. 
To evidence this on their be- 


half, I ſhall inſtance in a few of 


thoſe many antient Teſtimonies 
which they allege as unqueſtiona- 
ble, and of ſuch Arguments de- 
duced from thence; as to me ſeem 
very cogent and natural. 

I. That the general and very 
antient Ufage of Sponſors or Sul 
ceptors at-the Baptiſm of Infants, 
to perſonate and anfwer to Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith,as if the 
very Perſon to be baptized, is, be- 
yond ContradiCtion,: an Evidence 
In it ſelf of a generak-received O- 
\pinion among, all that uſe this 
Cuſtom with Underſtanding,that 


a confeſſion' of the principal Do- bk, 


Ctrines of the Chriſtian - Faith, 
made by the Perſort ts be _ 
Zeuz 
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zed, did, according to the firſt 
Inſtitution, precede Baptiſm. Bur 
'  thea the Reaſon alleged by this 
* Sea, why they do not obſerve 
this Antient Cuſtom, is, Becauſe, 
they ſay, there are no foot-ſteps 
of this Practice to be found in the 
| Scriptures, neither can they trace 
' the Original of it any higher than 
the Time mentioned in the Ro- 
man Breviary, in their Service, the 
11th day of January, celebrated 
in Memory of Hyzins Biſhop of 
Rome, Atno Chriſti 153. who 1s 
therein acknowledged to be the . 
+ Grſt Inftitutor of Suſceptors. in » 
| Baptiſm; and is ſo allo by the =#4 
concurent Teſtimony of other Hi- 
ſtorians. | 
And it is further alleged by Term. 
them, as very probable, that Ter- 59 4 
tullias's Admonition concerning ; 
..- - the deferring of Infants Baptiſm 
$8=till they could anſwer for them- 
FE: ſelves, rather than to admit them 
tO 1t by {uch Undertakers, was 
OC- 
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* + gecaſioned * by this Novel.In- 
- » vention of Hygines, the one of 
them living till toward the latter . 
ead of the ſecond Century, and | 
the other at the ſame Time, or | 
about the beginning of the 
Third. | | | 
2. That PraQtice-which at firſt ! 
was generally admitted by all 
ſorts of Converts to the Faith, 
Fews and Gentiles, in all: Places 
at the ſame Time, and in a eon- 
tinued Succeſſion from the Begin- 
ning, without any Diſ- 


ih reared by Father pute Or Diſagreemenr, 
82, 1n his French H1- ; 1 

WF *f the Church of [6/7 £0 _baptize ſuch 
EEBdr4, Ch. 33, That AS manifeſted a joyful 


jj} Macaire, Biſhop of Reception of the Word 
2s, Secretary ro Coſ- EG d d 
he 3d of that Name, O race, anda made a 


|.lax Re Ons, or Confeſſion of their 
I{iſtiars of Egypt, who pyjth ; G 
Fete, 8. favs, Thee FAlth, 15 to be prefer 
WEE Primitive Times, Bap- Ted, as agreeing with 


a N= - Ppy<ckr fo the firſt Inſtitution and 
Wt « Tear, and that uy- Primitive State of . the 


(Rhod-Friday, az4 oxy Chriſtian Church, be- 
tof 30 7375 9f 48% fore that other PraQtice, 


ſcil, 


ſcil. admitting Infanfs to Bap+ a : 


were of great Eminency 1n the jp, cuiſt 


ſtantine, Ambroſe and Auguſtine. 


tiſm by Sponſors, which obtained-' 
but by Degrees,and in ſome Places 
before others. And which from. 
the firſt mention of that Uſe, - 
ſucceſſively for ſeveral Ages, it 
not to this very Age, hath been 
queſtioned; diſputed, and ſome- 
times omitted by the Chriſtian 
Parents, of ſome who afterwards 


. vid.Curtell 
Church, who were not baptized inſtirur. bd 
until they were Adult, alchough *** 
Infant-Baptiſm was then admit- 
ted by others, as appears 1n the 
Hiſtory of their Lives, viz. Gre- 


gory Nazianzen, Chryſoſtom, Con- 


Firſt, Teach all Nations, then ern. in 
dip the Taught in Water ; for it Mt. 2% 
cannot be that the Body ſhould | 
receive the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
unleſs the Soul firſt receive the 
Truth of Faith. 


Iv The 


4 The Confeffion of Salya-. 
F.. tion goes before; then follows 
Baptiſm fealing our Cove- 
| nant. 55 | 
gealium La- , Thoſe who ate to be baptized, 
Bu, Ann. ught to learn and repeat the 
| Creed to the Biſhop or Presby- 
ter. 
This Canon was confirmed 
in Conſtantine's Time, at the 
ſixth General Synod at Trullo, 
Canon 46. 
log. Juſtin As many as believe the Things 
Jr, ro © preached by the Chriſtians to be 
 --" true, and promiſe to live ac- 
cordingly, are taizght to Faſt and 
Pray for the Remifſion of theit 
Sins, (the Church alſo praying 
and faſting with them;) and 


where Water 1s, and are bapti- 
zed ; then they are brought and 
added to the Church, and receive 
the Lord's Supper. 


then they are brought to a Place | 


None 


OP 55 b 

None but the Adult of An- _ Fong 
tient Time were uſed to be Bap- cjy. vei,c 
tized, | 

The Words of Tertullian and _ 1 
Naziaxzen, {hew it was long be» ** 3 
fore all were agreed of the Time |, wy 
or Neceſſity of Baptizing In» 1 ry 
fants before the Uſe of Reaſon, P 
in caſe they were like to live to | 
Maturity. 

3. Fhat Form of Baptizing, S Nort 
which is according to the com- ms, Ts 
mon acceptation of the Word Notes oz 1 
and Uſage of the Chriſtian 3: 2*- 
Church in its Primitive State, 
and repreſents all the material 


Points of Chriſtian DoQrine, | 
whereof it is a Type, ſcil. dip- a——__ 
ping the Perſon baptized in Wa- zy,, 5c. 

ter, to {ignify his Death unto 1 
Sin, Purification and Reſurre&ion | 
unto newneſs of Life, is to be ob- 
ſerved rather thanany otherForm; h 
which agrees only with one thing 4 
thereby ſignified, ſci. Purifica- 


2 £10N, 


tion, which is mentioned Heb. 


10..22. (Let 1s draw near with a 
true Heart, in full aſſurance of 
Faith, havivg. our Hearts ſprink- 
led from an evil Conſcience, and our 


Bodies waſhed with pure Water) 


rather as the Effet than Form of | 
Baptiſm. There appearing no 


Reaſon why this Word, by which 
this Ordinance was inſtituted, 


' ſhould be therein taken in any 


other than a literal Senſe ; and if 


it. be well obſerved, it may ap- 


pear, where-ever this Word is 


uſed 1n the Scriptures in a Meta- 


phorical Senſe, thereby is repre- 
ſented an overwhelming, plung- 


Ing, or large pouring on, whe- 
ther it be of Sufferings, confer- 


ring Spiritual Gifts, or the 1/- 
raclites paſſing through the bot- 
tom of the Sea, and no where to 
ſfigaify Sprinkling. Ir is affirm- 
ed by this Sect, "That herein they 


have the concurrent Teſtimony 
of 


| 
| 


ne ans, a. a eo 
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of many learned and approve *-; 
. Expoſitors, of thoſe Paſſages of "M0 
Scripture where this Word 1s to 
' to be taken in a figurative Senſe. 
Clement the 5th, 1s cited for the 
firſt, who at the ſecond Synod at 
| Ravenna, Anno 1305, approved, 
{ that-Baptiſm might be given (no 
'* Neceſlity compelling) by ſprink- 
| ling. 4 
| * Tohannes Bugenhagins Pomera- Sagemachl 
* x45, When he ſaw at Hamburgh circa finer 
' an Infant brought to Baptiſm, belliScra 
| wrapped up in Swadling-clothes, ©." 
| and Water ſprinkled upon its 
| Head, was amazed ; for that ex- 
* Cept in the Caſe of Neceſſity, for 
| Perſons fick in their Beds, he had 
neither ſeen nor heard, nor in 
* any Hiſtory read of any ſuch 
thing. Whereupon there being 
a Convocation of all the Mini- 
| ſters, it was asked of Mr. Fohr 
Fritz, who had been formerly 
Maniſter at Lybeck, How Baptifin 


& | LD was 
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was there adminiſtred ? Who an- 
{wered, Infants were there (as 
iri all Germany) baptized naked: 
But he was ignorant how that pe. 
culiar Manner of Baptizing had 
crept in at Hamburgh. Atlength 


it was agreed amongſt them, 
That they ſhould ſend to know 


Divines at Wirtenberg in this 
Matter. Which being done, Lu- 
ther writ back to Hamburgh, That 
this Sprinkling was an Abuſe 
which ought to be removed ; that 
thereupon Immerſion was reſto- 
red at Hamburgh. 


fiewr dela A Learned French Proteſtant, 
que, Miniſt tr 
of the Reformed 


the Opinion of Luther, and the | 


in his Anſwer to the Treatiſe of| 
Efhrech at Roan, Biſhop Boſſuet, De Communione ſub | 


fr jeQion, concerning the Prote-| 
# ſtants baptizing by Sprinkling,| 


that it is certainly an Abuſe ; and! 


have 


4 wtraque ſpecie, aniwers to an Ob-} 


That 1t is true they do ſo, but} 


that this PraQtice, which they] 
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have retained from the Church 
of Rome, without well examin- 
ing it, renders their Baptiſm very 
defeaive. 

Therein is corrupted the In- 
ſtitution, and the antient Cu- 
ſtom, and the Reſemblance 
which it ought to have with 
Faith, Repentance, and Rege- 
neration. Monſieur Boſſuet's Re- 
mark, That Plunging had, been 
uſed for 1300 Years, deſerves a 
ſerious RefleQion. 

It was very ill done to aboliſh 
the firſt Uſage authoriſed by. ſo 
much ſtrength of Reaſon, and 
for ſo many Ages. We are obs 
liged to return to the antient Pra+ 
Qtice of the Church, and the In- 
ſtitution of . Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. They further alledg, That 
it appears by ſeveral Paſſages in 
Antient Hiſtory, that the Varia. 
tions which were made from the 
firſt eſtabliſhed Form of Baptiſm, 
E 4 did 


ts — 


did nat ariſe from any doubtful 
fgnification of the words, where- 
by this Ordinance was inftitu- 
ted, but from other collateral 
Conſiderations, viz. The Danger 
of Perſons ( Young or Old) dy- 
ing unbaptized ; and thereupon 
the pouring or ſpriokling Water 
upon them in their Beds, whence 
by reaſon of Sickneſs they could 
not riſe, nor ( without hazard of 
a real, inftead of a repreſentative 
dying) be baptized 1n any other 
manner. 

wn. apud Of this there needs no other 
! peperey Evidence, than the many Queſti- 
[apud Ni- ONS Which were moved : Whe- 
Þ. Li:.5- ther their Baptiſm might be e- 
FE ſteemed Lawful or Complear, 
who were baptized only by 
{prinkling, or pouring on of Wa- 
ter * Which received no other 
Anſwer, But that, Neceſſity urg- 


ing, it might beſo eſteemed. 


My 


ae At. ter "I 
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My Lord, -I am mindful of 


your DireQion, not to be prolix, 


and: have therefore omitted ma- 
ny materia! Quotations ; which it 
you pleaſe to read a'few Pages, 
you will find, in Dr. Dwveil's 
Treatiſe, on Chap. 2. & 8. & 18. 
of the As, exattly referred to, 
and much to the purpoſe. Ir is 
not my Intent to handle this 
Point by way of Controverſy, 
but only to give ſome brief 
Hints, 'That as the Form of Bap- 
tiſm has been varied upon other 


Conſiderations, than what ap- 


ars in the Inſtitution, ſo ma 
it have been alſo with reſpe 
- the proper Subje&t of Bap- 
tiſm. 


The Reverend Mr.Claude,in his 


Hiſtorical Defence of the Refor- # 
mation, anſwering to the Obje&ti- Part 4, 
ons of the Author of Prejudices, 
about the Validity of his Baptiſm, 
cites this Paſſage ; The Promiſe 
i 


Mr. Clalf 
ih. D 
Eng. Ti 


F 
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i made tow, end to our Childres ; 
and to all that ave afar off, even as 
mauy « the Lord ſhall call; And 
ſays, © That by a neceflary Can- 
* ſequence, the-Secal of that Pro- 
© miſe, which is Baptiſm, and 
« all, the other Rights of the Co- 
* venant of Jeſus Chriſt, belongs 
* tous and toour Children, that 
** 15 to ſay, to the truly Faith- 
* ful. I will not undertake to 
explain Mr. Claude's Meaning in 
theſe Expreſſions, nor to ſet forth 
the Extent of the Covenant which 
-he mentions, 


PLovenants, 


| at Lon- iy -publiſhed by . Mr. Nehemiah 

43: Cox, concerning the Covenants 

bb before the Law, on this Suhject, 
which may give ſome Light into 
this Matter. 

_ \ There-may be a great Diffe- 
rence. between. a. Dire, Imme- 
, diate, and a Remote Right to 

| | what is comprehended in, or be- 


longs 


COX | There is a ſhort Treatiſe, late- 
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longs to a Covenant ; not. to 
inſiſt any thing on: the Impro- 
priety or Congruity of a Seal, as 
applied to the Covenant of 
Grace under its various Myni- 
trations. David's Son by Bath- 
ſheba, (in the Time of the Law) 
dying at ſeven Days old, had 
no right to Circumcifion. Shem 
and Lot were contemporary with 
Abraham; Job and his Friends 
Cas is ſuppoled) with Moſes, 
all true Worſhippers of God, 
and within the Covenant . of 
Grace ; yet nothing is ſpoken of 
Circumciſion belonging to them, 
or any of their Poſterity. 

In the Reſolution of the Caſe 


by the Apoftle St. Pay, con- * <-y 


cerning the Cohabitation -of a 
Believer with an Unbeliever, in 
a married State, it is determin- 
ed by the Apoſtle, That the Un- 
believer is ſanAtfied by the Be- 
liever :; And thence he draws this 
In- 
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Inference, That their Children 
were Holy : Whence it ſeems 
plain, that to the Procreation of 
an Holy Seed; (in the Apoſtle's 
Senſe) it was neceſſary that both 
Parents, as well the Believer as 
the Unbeliever, (in that conjun& 
State of Marriage) ſhould be al- 
fo :eputed Holy. And therefore 
I do not diſcern how the Iſſue of 
both theſe ſhould have any more 
immediate Right from thence 
to Baptiſm, than the Unbeliey- 
ing Parent. And if Chriſtians 
Fideles, and Baptizati, were an- 
tiently Terms promiſcuouſly u- 
ſed one for the other, then it 
may ſeem by that CharaQter, a- 
mongft others given by Paul to 
Titus, of a Perion to be choſen 
an Elder, having believing Chil- 
dren, that it was not a common 
Caie for all Chriſtian Parents to 
have all their Children accoun- 
ted Faithful, and. ANT 
ap- 
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Baptized. But whenſoever it 
proved ſo, it was a great Evi- 
dence of a right and ſuccesful 
Education in the Fear of God, 
as was that of Timothy, and 2 Ting 
ground of rejoicing to the Ser- 
vants of God; as were thoſe + 
Children of the Ele& Lady that 2 Joi» Y 
walked in the Truth. 


But, my Lord, my Province 
-is only to repeat briefly what 
occurs to mind in defence of 
their Opinion and Praftice, who 
are {tiled Axabaptits ; and other- 
wile than what may be pre- 
ſumed of neceſſary Conſequence, 
(it the Terms and Form of this 
Ordinance be fſtriftly limited) 
not to intermeddle with the Opi- 
nion of any that teach other- 
wiſe, but leave them therein, as 
T ought to do, to ſtand or fall to 
.their own Maſter. 


The 


# 
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[þ Mr The Anabaptiſts in thein'own 
#7" Caſe do fay, © It isan Opinion 
* that the Antients held, That 
[f 


* what cannot be ſhewed by 
** certain Signs to be rightly per- 
*& formed, cannot be ſaid to be 
« repeated. 


a4 Jn all doubtful Caſes, as to 
3+ Matter and Form, there are three 

ſpecial things to be obſerved. = 

t. If poflible to chuſe the moſt | 
ſafe Way. | 

2, If it be not poſſible, to keep | 
that which is next to the ſafeſt. 

3. The Impoſhbility ceaſing, 
to ſupply warily what that did 
tor the Seaſon prohibit. | 
Fþeſius Sco- There is no doubt but they are 
| | "74 14 again to be Baptized——who were 
Ffw...nur:, not dipt in the true Sacrament of 
Baptiſm. 


\ y 


ſj \2manus To conclude, Whoever under- 
| takes to write againſt the antt- 
EnT 
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ent *ftoanner of InſtraQting; or 

Confeſſion preceding Baptiſin, Sifrids On 
or Form uſed in Baptizing, hath ,n..- 8 
this Task incumbent on him, ipfr- aig 
To give ſome other ' proper In- +: 9 
terpretation of the Words of I1n- Sin 
ſtirution, antient manner of Ca- piſt. 20" 
techumens, ule of large Baptiſte« Cal. tut. 
ria and Lawacres, and of the | 
Methods and Care deſcribed for 
the decent Adminiſtration of 
this Ordinance, than is hither- 
to extant in the frequent men- | 
tion of theſe things 1n Antiqui- <L 
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It I have, through Inadver- 
tency, err'd in any Quotations, 
or 1n any thing not anſwered 
your Lordſhip's ExpeQtation, I 
humbly beg your Lordſhip's 5 
Pardon. - And if it may be " 
without trouble to your Lord- 
ſhip, that I may, by the meau- 
eſt of your Servants, receive 
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